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Embellishing Embassy Row

Concerned neighbors work with the diplomatic corps to restore Massachusetts Avense to its glory days

rees and greenery are both a poliical
and an emotional issue in Withington
— and for good reason.

"Washingron is one of a few cities that has
committed to expanding the acreage of tree
canopy,” says Deborah Shapley, founder and
president of the small nonprifie group, Reestore
Mors Ave (RRMA), dedicrted to E.xtth:rin; best
pracrices in the feld. She calls Districe officials
“wery pro-tree,” in lange pare because “wé have
a 1., Urban Forestry Administration within
our Department of Transportation. They have
recommendations about what grows well and
are exiremely profesional”

I'he problem is gettng ciry trees to survive
amwd grony well, Arborisic, she notes, agree it is
the fira three years thar are crucial. "Once they
are growing, they don't nee! s much eare”

IMAY goals are to raise swareness sbout
the unportance of protecting trees and greenery
along one of Washington's most imposing
thoroughfares, as well as act a5 a model for
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other groups interested in doing similar work
elsewhone.

TMA docsn't plant trees = the group doesat
have the money for that — but its members do
offer advice and, to some exrent, help maintain
trees. To dave, they have arranged for more than
160 plantings, including 81 from the city and
80 from the nonprofit Casey Trees (whose §50
million endowment set up by philanthropist
Betty Casey is meant to beautify the nation’s
capital)

Ms. Shapley had observed how the cicy
“would pull up one [tree] and put down
anether” but not bother much with follow-up
care. “For many years [ had been walking up
ard dowen Mossachusetts Avenue watching trees
o the sidewalk die. Many other speoes were
sufiering from different problems, and there
was 4 lot of coring due ro the renovarion of
burrhdinngzs. There was mo way | could personally
remind property owners up and down the
aventie o gor ot their hoses.™

Laft: Tha Embessy of Finfand odded to Massachusedls dvemnm's hisleric row of
findlan {roes with o planting cnd reception for Pesiore Mass dve in June 1908
Participants included (Tefl b2 righth Steve Calleott. O.C, Historic Premration
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She discovered that many property owiners
along the route = including their howsehold
staffs — dida't even Fnow they were allowed o
water the rrees, Since mary of the et imolved
are out ol the reach of hoses, RMA Fel it had o
hire a commreial service to Jdo the job during
the high summer heat in 2007. Another fsue
it dealing with pruning and educating people
about when and how this is best done.

“The concept we are putting forward is
‘you cannot understand archivecture without
the lindscape.™ Shapley says."One analogy is if
you go to MountVernon and only see a house,
You need also to see a driveway and the land
around it

She began the organization in 2006 by
stirring up the residents near her apartment on
a fabled «reich of laind dhat mum froim Sheridan
Circle 1o the ULS. Maval Observatory,
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mussons whose temants may be uaware that,
while they are techmcally “extra-territorial,”
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The farge iree seen from the 2500 bock of Mosachusetts
Avgrusy NW v one of the oniginal Amasricen lnders thed
lined the ovaiwch kewns for four miles across the cily. Thay
made o shody olley with duns aligned next be the cuna in
ﬂﬂfﬂ#mﬂh-nﬂmbmlmmuﬁwﬂ
o fill in the e bn Moy 3007 in frant of . hade of tha ks
£ Dilfon Ripley, af 2314 Messachusetls .\ . N¥ To doie,
rove” irges - findans, ooks, or aima - 1 here the original tress
re gor . (Phote courtesy of Rustors Moo Ave)
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i.e., foreign property, they are responsible
under iy Live for mainining their oees.

A o accomplishnient of the group,
ST 1 IMHT, was esial H.th'lng that the
District™ iree laws applied to these nisions,
“D.C, liw declares that trees within i
P iries are a vital resource and cLsities
thaa jresp msibility] as something inip rant
1o the operanon of the city” sho wys.

“A big thing that 1 think now s widely
undersioond is for delegations not to ke
down any trees larger than 55 inches in
diuneter”

Such concern — and action — i necosary,
shie notes. since the federal Historic
1 undinark and Historic Preservation Act of
1474 governs buildings not landscapes.

“Peaple who own buildings can be
made to appreciate the potcaral of a single
unificd landscape [along the route]. And
they naturally have an interest in caring for
trees near thew since they are the ones they
see every day”

Maitntenance i not the only imponnt
thing; so i an underanding of how so-
called monoculture — plaiting a smghe
species - can be fatal. Take wito accout, lise
;'\.LI“.F-I.:. dye fate of the nn&:iru] Dutch Elm
that fcll prey to an apparently unstoppabl.
blight.

The inidal idea was to find people in
the neighborhood interested jn ihy troes
near them — “people with fire i their
eves, It could be a gardener, an an:basador,
or homeowner.

The first check rolled in from Kindy
French, a concerned citizen in the
community. “Her check for $10,000
showed up in an envelope and [ didn't even
hiave a bank account yet,” Shaploy recalls.
To date, the group has an email discribution
lisz of 590, An April receprion held at the
petpenary Massaschusets Avenue residence
of the ambassidor of Cyprus drew 70
supporiers. A grant from the Nadonal Trust
for Historic Preservation will allow BMA
to produce a brochure “to promote historic
landseape and show this avempe was planted
originally as one large civic space like the
jewels ona necklace™
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